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JULY MEETING — THURSDAY 17TH
(please note the date)

at 8.00 PM AT BURNLEY
‘\ AN INTRODUCTION TO THEIR NEW FERN BOOK

by Golda Isaac and Betty Duncan
A special supper will be provided by Golda & Betty.

An illustrated trip through the islands of
Vanuato and Western Samoa by Keith Hutchinson.

**-)€~******-)(-+(-*****'X'***************************************

SPEAKER REPORT: GENERAL MEETING, JUNE 12TH, 1986.
SUBJECT: MAXICROP PRODUCTS.
SPEAKER: DENNIS CORNELIUS. ASSISTANT} GREG PEARCE.

When the Japanese influence spread through South East Asia about
thirty five years ago, the supply of jute to the British Army was cut
off. Previously jute had been used in the fabrication of camouflage
nets and it's loss to the British necessitated a research into finding
a suitable alternative.

One of those alternative materials was Sea weed. The experiment
consisted of breaking the sea weed down to a state where only the fibre
remained and the fleshy material discarded. Although the experiment to
make material for camouflage nets from sea weed failed, the discarded
material had spectacular success as a stimulant to the growth of weeds
in the areas where it had been dumped.

Attention was then directed to the fertilizer potential of the
seaweed; the result of which is the development of the product we know
as Maxicrop, a product now being used world wide.

Dennis used a video setup to demonstrate the versatility and value
of Maxicrop as a plant food and spray fertilizer in comercial plant
enterprise.

1. StrawberrieS' USed in association with black polythene, plants are
inserted at he rate of 50,000 per acre and 12" to 14" apart. Whilst
good crops had been obtained previously, the grower interviewed claimed
that with the use of Maxicrop flowering had doubled and then signific—
antly increased the crop yield.

Maxicrop had been used as a spray fertilizer on the foilage.

2. Grabes: A grower in the sunraysia district uses Maxicrop to improve
vine foilage and to obtain better size and colour in the grapes. Crop

yields had also increased. Maxicrop is used as a foilage spray and is
combined with insecticides and fungicides; an important saving in time.

3. Roses: Film sequences of a 16 acre rose plantation were shown.
The grower in this instance had worked out a systematic method of applying
Maxicrop to his plants. To obtain best results he applies a foilage
spray every two weeks for 8 months of the year and young plants are
started with regular sprays of Maxicrop. He has found that Maxicrop is

not expensive and because insecticides can be combined with it, there is
a futher saving in time and wages.

 

4. Ferns: A fern nursery at Bendigo, Victoria was shown. The prop-

rietor here had adopted the indoor formula for use in his nursery. It

is used once a fortnight during the warmer months and has been found

effective in the propagation of the spores of King fern (Todea barbara)

which had been found difficult previously. Another advantage of Maxicrop

over other soluble fertilizers is that burning of frondage has not occured.

Continued over . . .



Dennis then circulated a sample of raw Maxicrop, that is the seaweed
from which it is developed. He also introduced a new material called
Wetta Soil which has proved to be ideal for holding moisture in a mixture.
It overcomes the problems which a mixture containing Sphagnum or peat moss
dries out.

The use of Kocide for control of fungal and bacteria diseases in
fruit, Agrasol liquid clay breaker and Phostrogen, soluble plant food
were all fully described.

The presentation concluded with a novel quiz show. Questions were
put to Members relating to information dispensed in the talk. Correct
answers were rewarded with a container of Maxicrop.

Keith Hutchinson, President, moved a vote of thanks to Dennis and
Greg which members supported with their acclamation.
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Dear Traveller

I take pleasure in introducing you to one of Victoria's

most interesting secluded Valleys

— ALLANS FLAT

North East Victoria

where the mighty Berenduda Range overlooks the meandering

Yackandsndah Creek and rolling pastures graze the dairy

come For which this region is renowned.

Take a round trip through this beautiful Valley along

Usbournes Flat Road and visit the

* SCHNIDTS STRAUBERRY UINERY

— THE CLD DREDGE HDLE - A LEGACY FROM THE GOLD ERA

— ALLRNS FLRT CCLQNIFL RESTAURANT

- ALLRNS FLAT PLANT FQRH

(Specialising in Ferns ehd Indoor Plants)

FUR FURTHER IHFCRHRTIUN

CUNTRCT WARE AND LEE WEEHQN — ALLRHS FLAT ?LANT FfiRH

PHONE (060) 271 375    
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THIS NEW BOOK HAS BEEN PRODUCED BY CHRIS GOUDEY AND 5

BY SOCIETY MEMBERS - BETTY DUNCAN ROD HILL ON PROPA GATION.

AND GOLDA ISAAC - WITH A CHAPTER

FERNS and Allied Plants
of Victoria, Tasmania
and South Australia
wlih distribution maps lot the
Victorian species

CAN YOU NAME THIS FERN?

ANSWER IN AUGUST NEWSLETTER.

BEITY D. DUNCAN and GOLDA ISAAC

This handsome book Is a reliable llald gulda

for naturalists. an authoritatlvo text 10: bot-

anists. and an lnsplmlon for professional and

amateur gardeners. illustrated with detailed

drawings and Bruce Fuhror's excellent photo-

graphs. the text Is comprohenslve. the lormat

almpls and easy to tollow. O! panlcular value

m the maps whlch show dlstrlbutlon within

Vlctorla. the Illustrated key. and the mlnor

keys lor spaolfic Idantlllcatlon. A chapter by

C. J. Goudey- and R. L. HIII on propagation

and cultivation glvas Invaluable practical

guldanca.

CONTENTS: Foreword; Abbrevlaflons: Pre-

face; Acknowledgements: '1 Introductlon; 2

ldenllficatlon: 3 Fork-fems: 4 Fern alllas: 5

Adder’s tongue and Moonwons; 6 Comb-

fems; 7 CoraI-fams and Fan-lems: a Filmy

lems: 9 Tree-tems: 10 Bracken and other

ground-1ems: 11 Screw tern and others; 12

The Brakes: 13 Maldenhalr and othets: 14

Finger lems: 15 Kangaroo tern and others:

16 Hare's loot: 17 Spleenwons; 18 Lady-lerns

and others: 19 Shleld-lerns: 20 Rasp-lems

and Water-ferns: 21 Water plants; 22 Propa-

gatlon and cultlvatlon; Bibllography: Glossary:

Authors of plant names: Index.
248 x 181 mm. cloth, 272 pp.. 8 pp. colour

plates: 252 photographs; 122 line drawings;

104 distribution maps

ISBN 0 522 84262 3

I\  
A FEW BOOKS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR

INSPECTION - AND ORDERS WILL BE

ACCEPTED AT A SPECIAL DISCOUNT ANSWER TO JUNE "CAN YOU NAME

PRICE FOR SOCIETY MEMBERS. THIS FERN"

PLATYCERIUM WILLINCKII: Java Staghorn

This platyceriuh is very closely related to P. bifurcatum.
Grow1ng P. w1111nckii offers no specific problems. It forms
PUPS’ hut net as frequently as P. bifurcatum. It does well
;n megium light, moist moss, and is not prone to rot.

. wi inckii is a distinctive prett '_ ' . y and easy Plat cerium
to grow and highly recommended for beginners. Y
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as) INDICATES SPECIES IN SHORT SUPPLY
{N} INDICHTES NHTIVE AUSTRALIAN SPECIES

n ADIANTUH AETHIOPICUMiS—Be) COMMON HAIDENnHiR
n: CAPILLuS-VENERIS(12-83) vENUS—HAIR FERN

EAUDATunt3-853 TRAILIHG MHIDENHHIR
m FORHOSun(7-84J SLACK STEM
Na HISPIDULUMu3—84) RGUGH MnlDENHHlR

PATENSLlo-BB)

PEEUVIANUM(3-Bq) alLVER SDLLHR
PDLYPfiVLLuflia‘B6)

Snflbismum ’CRESTED MAJUS’ic-BJJ
Rheolenum 'DELICATUM’(3—BOJ

RADDIHNUM ’FRlTZ LUTH’(é-34)

fin;DlnHUfi ‘LEDY GENEUH’(3-55)

FflECIHNUM ‘LADY SUPREME’is-ao)

RADDIANUM ’LEGRAND MURGAN’é3-851

RAQDIHNUM ’HICROPINNULUH’(3-85)

RADDIANUM ”PACIFIC MRID’(3—Bo)
x RHEDImMUfl “TRioMPH’(lfi-34)

inbolauun ’UICTORlA-S ELEGANS’ie-ao)

2 REDDIANUN 'HEIGANDII‘(10—B4)
TEHEqu ”PINK FERGUSSON1]’(3-85)

i TEHERUM ”PINK SLEEPING BEAUTY'i4-54h

TEHERUM “SLEEPINE BEHUTT’(4~84k
n SP.(AFF. wHITEI/S.E.0LD)£3~SSJ

m AMPHINEURON UPULENTUMfiZ-84)

” ANEHIA PHYLLITIDISié—S4)
n ARACHNIODES AR}STATH(3-35) :RICKLv SniELD-FERN
* ARISIATA vHRIEGATAcz—eq;
s SIMPLICIOR(?) _

n HSPLENIUH EULBIFERUMKHATIVE)(2-8S) MOTHER SPLEEHHDRT
”a FLHBELLIFOLIUM(S-84) NECKLACE FERN
a TRICHOMANESiI-Sd) common EPLEENUDRT

HThYRth FELlX-FEMINA(2-84) LHDY-FEHw
ms BLEChNuM CARTILHGINEUM ’TRUP]CUH“E2-35) BRISTLE FEfli
n CHAMBERSIJca-SS) LANCE WHTER-FERN
, DIECGLORii-BS) CRUwN FERN

5155amc4-54) DNARF TEEE-FERN
GIGANTEUMuS-SS)

11 lnolcunaz—ssu swamp wsTER-FERN
.. M1N05;3—5:; SOFT WA75E-FERN
h NUDUH ‘FULChERRlMUH’fiB—BS)
: occanNTALE43-84) nHMMOCh FERN

2,» PATERSUNI!45-B4> STRAP HATER-FERN
« REUBLUTUMé?) ‘

SPICANTKS-Ba) nARo FERN
n» UULCANICUHié-BQ) wanes WATER—FERH
u. waTTSIliZ—SSE HARD wRTER-FERN
w WURUNURANfii—Be)

BOLBITIS CUSPIDATA41a-54)
n CHEiLNiTHES SiEBERI(1-és) HULGH FEmV
H ChRJSTELLA DENTATA(2-85) BINUNG
m PARASITICAa1-843
Hi COLYElS SATEHliE-34)

CONEOGRAHHE JHPONICH ’UARIEGQTH’(E-€Sb

  

.u CULCITA DUBIHiJ-Bé) COMMON EiGuHD-FEfiH

lw CYflTHEA HUSTRHL 5(3-85) ROUGH TnEE—FERH

3FOMHII(2-35)
4 C ERIii-So) COIN-SPfiT TREE—FERN

N LU; ERI \£.HCK SCfiLES)(2-8o) DDlN-SFOT TREE-FERH

N CURNINGHAHIIfiB‘Bé) BLENDER TREE-FERN

DEALBATALZ-Bé) SILVER TREE-FERN

5W LEISHHARDTIANAiB-BS) FRICKLT TREE-FERN

H dHFEESCENS (CUNNINGHAMIIEEUSTRALIS MJH:€3-84)

MEDULLARIECB~BSJ BLACK TREE-FERN

SH]TH1](4~84) SOFT TREEFERN

EF (NEH GU!NEA)(2-36)
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SMITHIJ(4-84)

SP.(NEU GUINEALLZ-Bé)
CWCLJSURUS TRUNCATUS(3-84)

CYRTDMIUM FHLCHTUM(3-84)

DHvALLIA PYXIDATA(3*BS)

DiCnSONlA ANTRRCTICA(Z-85)
FISRGSHtE-Bé)

YOUNfiIAE-.CLD FDRHDa..-s
DIFLnZlUN AUSTRALE(3-65)
005033 ASPERsiz-BS)

CAULATA 'LAHINOSA’<1—85)
MAXIHA-E --
MEDIH<1-85)

DRYNQRIfi RIGIDULA(4-86)

DRYUPTERIS AFFINIS ’CHRISTRTA’(11-BS)
ATRATAt3~S4)

CARTHUSIsNA(2-85)

CARTHUSIHNA (CRESTED)(3-Bé)
EEYTnROSURA(4*84)

FlLiX-MAE ’CRISTATA’(3-86}
FILerMHS-’GRANDICEPS’(3-83)

GYHVUSORH ’ANGUSTATR’i4-BS)

SlEEOLDIiS-SS)

EF.(FILIh-MHS?)(3-34)

Si.\NOREHN CROwN-FERN)(3-86)
‘ SF-Bfii-Bé)

Q&EICHENifi OICARFA(ll-B4)

HUHATA GRIFFITHIANAilO-BS)

hYPULEFIS PuHCTATA(3-Bb)

LQSTEEOPSJS_HCUM1NATA(11-85)

CHLENTH833786)
hlSPIDfiilr-84)

MICROSURA(lfl-84)
MUNITéxlfi-64)

LUHATHYRIUH JAPONICUM(5-84)

LYG' BUM MICROPHTLLUMfiS-64)

 

‘MARQENARIA SUBAURICULATAiS-Sé)
NICRCLEFIA PLATYPHYLLAiS-Bé)

‘ 5FELUNCHE£3~86)
MIERGSJRIUM CUMMUTATUM(IO-34)

DlVERSIFGLIUM<3-85)
FBRKSIléiz-BSJ

GFHIDGLOSSUM PENDULUMiB-SS)
PE_Lasa F‘LCHTA(3-353

FALCATA ~n~a<11-35)
ROTUNDIFOLIAill-BA)

PhYlLlTIS SCULOPENDRIUM(3-343
ZCJLOPENDRIUH IIRREBULskauza——as 3

PITaoaasmmn CHRYSDPHYLLnCS-as)
FLHTYCEnlUM 33a40£<1o—35)

HILLIIc4—353
HoLTTuM12c4—843
MENTELOSIIilo-BS)
RIDLEYII<11~85)
SUFERBUM£2~B4J

FfigYPGDIUM ANGUSTIFDLIUM(4-84)
AUREUMill-35)
3EcumaNun210—~85)

FDLx:TILnUM nCRDSTICHOIDH 85)

HUZTRnLIENSE(3-35>
FORMUEUMil-Bé)
LawT3m43—as)
LDNChITISL3-85)
MAKINOI(?—35)
PLLYSLEPHARuuca-BS)
PEQLiFERUH(Il-85)
33333PHLEACEUM(3-833 .

-T1FERUM "FALCATUH DYCE43—333
TIFERUH ’GRANDICEPS“(3—85)
TIFERUH ‘RUTUNDATUM’ilD-SS)
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SOFT IKttPtKN

HOLLY FERN
HARE’S-FDDT FERN
SOFT TREE-FERN
NHEKI-PDNBH
BRISTLY TREE-Ffimv
AUSTRAL LADY-FERN
PRICKLY RfiSP-FERN

CDHMUN RASF-FERN
BASKET FERN

SHQGBY SHIELD-FERN
HARROU BUCHLER-FERN

AUTUMN FERN

(MALE FERN?)

POUCHED CURAL-FERN

DOwNYIGRDUND-FERN
SHINY SHIELD-FERN

BRISTLY SHIELD-FERN
CREEPINB SHIELD-FERN

JAPANESE LfiDY-FERN
CLIMBING MAIDENHfilR

KANGRRDO FERN

RIBBON FERN
SICKLE FERN
DUARF SlCKLE-FERN
BUTTON FERN
HART’S-TONGUE FERN
HART’ S-TUNGUE FERN
GOLD~DUST FERN

sTAGHoaa FERN
NARRDw-LEHF STRAP FERN
GOLDEN POLYPUDT

CHRISTMAS FERN

BROAD SnIELD-FERN

HOLLY FERN

MOTHER SHIELD-FERN

SOFT SHZELD-FERN
SOFT SHRELDwFERN
SOFT SnIELD-FERN
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POLYPODIUM AUREUM 'MANDAIANUM'

PRONOUNCIATION & DERIVATION: P01 1 p0' di um ah' re um
W.A. Manda found this sport of Polypodium aureum in his collection in South

Orange, New Jersey in 1911. The cultivar name was formed by attaching a Latin

ending —ianum ("pertaining to") to his name. Alternately, it has been suggest—

ed that the name 'Mandaianum' derives from the Latin word mandere ("to chew”)

and refers to the 'chewed' margins or the pinnae. Polypodium comes from Greek

words meaning many—footed, and the rhizome is multiply branched. Aureum means

golden and refers to the golden scales covering the rhizome.

COMMON NAMES: Ruffled blue polypody, Manda's polypody.

CONFUSING SPECIES: There are several forms of Polypodium aureum and a grower

could assemble quite a varied group. Several of these display congested frond

tips and many branched pinnae. P. 'Mexican Tasseled' has much fuller foliage

and so does P. 'Ekstrand' which is a sport of P. 'Mandaianum'. P. 'Ekstrand'

is a neat, more compact fern.

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: Nearly all the fronds of P. aureum 'Mandaianum' are

once divided. The blade ranges in colour from green to blue with a whitish

bloom on the surface. The margins of the pinnae are coarsely and irregularly

cut in a distinctive manner. The blade may be slightly wavy, but not pronounce—

dly so.

HABITAT: This fern is a large, evergreen, epiphytic, creeping plant. The

parent species P. aureum is native to areas ranging from Florida south into

Brazil, where it grows on local palms and other trees. The cultivar is known

only in gardens and nurseries.

DESCRIPTION: The fronds of P. a. 'Mandaianum' are large, without scales or hairs.
but with a distinctly glaucous surface. The fronds are 24 to 36 inches long and

up to 18 inches wide. They are pinnatifid, that is, cut once but the cut does
not reach the rachis. The sori are round and orange, and lie in neat rows on
either side of the midvein of the pinnae.

HORTICULTURAL NOTES: The hazy blue surface will remain more noticeable if the
plant is not watered on the blade surfaces very often.

CONTAINERS AND MEDIA: Since this plant's relatives occur in the wild as
epiphytes in trees, it does best in a hanging basket. The mix must have excellent
drainage. If the roots rot due to 'swampy' conditions, the fern will have very
little vigor.

WATERING: This fern is not like most of the other ferns with large rhizomes.

It fares best if it is not allowed to totally dry out, but is watered just before
it reaches this point.

HUMIDITY: Although the parent plant occurs in areas with high natural humidity,
this fern adapts well to rather dry climates.

FERTILIZING: Because of the need for excellent drainage, it is hard to incor—
porate any significant amount of fertilizer into the potting mix. In this case'
feed with a liquid plant food on a regular basis and throughout most of the year

with a dilute solution.



POLYPODIUM AUREUM 'MANDAIANUM'

TEMPERATURE: This fern can tolerate cool temperatures. It continues to'put out
new growth even when nights get below 5°C (40°F). If tempertures drop to —1°C
(29°F) the fronds will drop and the plant will go dormant. Still colder temp—
eratures may damage or kill the plant. The other range of the temperature scale
is a major problem, as this fern does not do well above 32°C (90°F). It begins
to lose its blue—green colour and the margins of the fronds turn brown. Dry
wind and strong winds at lower temperatures will damage the fronds.

LIGHT: When the temperature is cool, higher light levels are acceptable. When
the weather begins to get hot, 3 good way to help the fern is to lower the light
level to 1500 EC or less. This is the point where your hand will not cast a
shadow with sharp edges.

PESTS: Scale insects will attack if given the opportunity. Inspecting the plant
for pests and their mechanical removal is best. Use a preventative spray if you

have repeated problems.

PROPAGATION: The spores are viable and germinate quite readily. A good percent-
age of the sporophytes develop into the plain Polypodium aureum. To get true
offspring, you must divide the old plants or get young ones from a reliable
source that had propagated them by tissue culture.

  

    
  

  

a. Growth Habit

b. SeCtion 0f underside of

frond.

REPRINTED BY COURTESY OF

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN FERN SOCIETY.
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AUTHOR

JONES & CLEMESHA
GOUDEY
JONES & GOUDEY

JONES
HOSHIZAKI
RUSH
BROOKLYN B G
BEST
BEST
CHINNOCK
GOUGH
DAVENPORT
JONES & GOUDEY
DUNK
S G A P
CSIRO
CSIRO
CSTRO
CSTRO
CSIRO
VFS

VICTORIAN FERN SOCIETY BOOK LIST
.1---_.._.__._‘_-.——_..__—-————___—__..__-

TITLE PRICE
NON-

MEMBERS

AUSTRALIAN FERNS AND FERN ALLIES 19. 95
MAIDENHAIR FERNS IN CULTIVATION 59. 95
FERNS IN AUSTRALIA, COMMON, RARE & 12. 97
EXOTIC
FERNS IN COLOUR 9.95
FERN GRONERS MANUAL 19.95
A GUIDE TO HARDY FERNS 5.50
PUUHJBOOK,(HW FERNES 5.95
GROWING FERNS lst Edit. 3.95
GROWING FERNS 2nd Edit. 5.95
COMMON FERNS & FERN ALLIES 7. 95
PALMS AND FERNS 6. 95
FERNS FOR MODERN LIVING 6. 95
EXOTIC FERNS IN AUSTRALIA 14. 95
FERNS FOR THE HOME & GARDEN 9.95
FERN STUDY GROUP EXTRACTS 2.50
WHATS WRONG WITH MY SOIL 1.95
ORGANLC MNUFER AND SOILS 3.95
COMPOST[NG 1.95
WHEN SHOULD I WATER 3.95

POTTING MlXES 3.00
AUSTRALIAN FERN JOURNAL 2.00

POSTAGE AND PACKING EXTRA
AVAILABLE AT MONTHLY MEETINGS 0R FROM THE BOOK SALES OFFICER

BARRY WHITE 24 RUBY ST WEST ESSENDON 3040 PH(A.H.)337 9793

SPORE LIST CONTINUED.

TSUS-SIHBVSE(4-84)
UNITELEGIIK?)
SF.£HSIH)(3~85)

COMANSiE-SSJ
CRETICACE-SS)

TSUS-SIMH HOLLY-FEW1

1‘ «ETTED BRHKE

CRETHN BRfiKE
CRETICA ”ntBOLlNERTA’ilO-BQJ FlBBUV BRnKE

MQCJLENTAua-84)

NULTIFIDA(E-34)
TREMULA(3-36)

UMBROSAéll-SS)
-U1TTRTA(3-85)
HALLACHIANAQS-Eé)

1h2.5hmE
SPIDER BRAKE
TENDER BRHKE
JUNGLE BRHKE
CHINESE ERHhE

QUERCIFILIX ZEILHNICA(10-85) QHK FERN
RUMOHRH ADIAHTIFDRMIS(CAPE FORH1411-851 LEHTHER FERN

ADIRNTIFORMISiNATIQE)(11'85)

SCYPHULARIA PENTAPHYLLA(A-64)

LEHTHERY ShlELD-FERN

ELHCK CATERPILLAR FEmQ

ThELYPTERlS PATENS ’LEPIDA’C?)

PRICE
MEMBERS

15.60
43.00
10.30

7.80
16.00
5.00
4.80
3.20
4.60
6.00
5.40

11.50
8.00
2.00
1.60
3.20
1.60
3. 20
2. 40
1. BO
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